Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities – 2010 Session

	SUBJECT
	HOUSE SENATE FILES
	STATUS
	COMMENTS

	General Government 
	
	
	

	Open Meetings Records
	HF 777
	DEAD
	The Senate amended this bill by substituting a provision that authorized creation of the Iowa Public Information Board (IPIB).  It passed the Senate, but was NOT taken up in the House.  The Senate attached the IPIB authority to the Standings Bill, HF 2531.  In one of the last actions of the 2010 session the House again defeated this provision.  The House did not want to create a new state agency and insisted on the approach presented in House File 777.  

	Publication Costs
	HSB 545
SF 2088 

	DEAD
DEAD
	These bills would have allowed cities to publish legal notices on the internet, rather than in newspapers.  The State Government Reorganization bill also started out in the Senate with this provision, but it was struck in the first Committee meeting and not reinserted.     

	Texting/Cell Phone 


	HF 2456
	Signed by Governor 4/1/10
	Prohibits ALL drivers from texting while driving, with certain exceptions.  Prohibits drivers under the age of 18 from using a cell phone while driving.  From July `1, 2010 to June 30, 2011 only warning citations will be issued.  After that, the ticket is $30, plus court costs.  A peace officer is prohibited from pulling a car over solely for the purpose of issuing a ticket for texting or cell phone use while driving.  

	IPERS/Retirement
	HF 2518

	Awaiting Gov’s signature
	Effective July 1, 2012, IPERS will be affected by increasing the vesting requirement from 4 to 7 years; calculating retirement benefits using a member’s high five years of salary instead of the current 3 years; and implementing a 6% per year reduction in benefits for each year the member receives a retirement allowance before age 65 when a member retires prior to normal retirement age. 

	Energy 
	
	
	

	Military - 

Utility Disconnect Restrictions
	SF 2297
	Awaiting Gov’s signature
	One of the MANY bills that were passed this session to assist military personnel amends section 476.20 by requiring the IUB to establish rules prohibiting electric and gas utilities from disconnecting service to a residence in which one of the heads of households is a service member deployed for military service, as defined in section 29A.90, prior to a date 90 days after the end of the deployment, IF utility is informed of deployment.  

	Joint Financing Cleanup
	SF 2313
	Signed by Gov. 3/2/10
	Clarifies and changes provisions related to 2001 joint financing legislation.  Allows a municipal utility to join an existing joint action agency without holding an election to do so; strengthens bonding ability and allows a new joint action agency to work with a private entity without going through the competitive bidding process.  Thanks to Representative Doris Kelley and Senator Jack Kibbie. 

	Energy Efficiency  Financing
	HSB 602
SSB 3114
HSB 739

	DEAD

	By Office of Energy Independence.  Establishes an energy efficiency financing program for cities and counties to assist in funding energy efficiency improvements.  Cities and counties can make assessments to residential, commercial or industrial property for costs of improvements. Repayment through property taxes.

	2010 Customer Disclosures
	SF 2030
	DEAD
	Requires disclosure on each customer billing statement of percentage of energy coming from renewable and alternative resources. 

	Nuclear Power
	HF 2399

	Awaiting Gov’s Signature
	Provides that reliability of service should take into account diversity of fuel types used to generate electricity, the availability and reliability of fuel supplies, and the impact of the volatility of fuel costs.  To encourage investment in nuclear power generating facilities, allows IUB to establish a cost recovery mechanism for the costs of siting, design, licensing, and construction incurred by IOU’s for construction of a nuclear power plant. Rules shall provide for cost recovery of all prudent preconstruction and construction costs if a utility elects not to complete or is precluded from completing construction of a nuclear power plant after issuance of a certificate.  

	Solar RPS
	SF 2057
	DEAD
	Solar electric generating standards.  Required electric utilities to produce or purchase a share of seven megawatts of power from solar electric generating sources by Dec. 31, 2014. 

	Climate Change

ICCAC - eliminated
	HSB 659
SF 2088
	DEAD

	Requires Iowa Climate Change Advisory Committee to prioritize policy options for reducing GHG emissions.  Make recommendations to Gov and Legislature.  State Reorganization bill eliminated the ICCAC.  

	DNR Misc. 
	SF 2243
	Signed by Gov. 3/10/10
	Requires coordination with EPA of greenhouse gas reporting and allows DNR to access the State Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund. 

	Air Quality Task Force
	HF 2418
	Signed by Gov. 4/7/10
	Requires DNR to convene meetings following adoption of new or revised federal ambient air quality standards to review emission limitations or standards relating to maximum quantities of air contaminants that may be emitted from air sources.  Meetings are also required to develop recommendations for the establishment of state implementation plans sufficient to control the direct emissions of certain particulate matter and emissions their precursor compounds and to prevent concentrations from exceeding the federal ambient air quality standards.  Report to GA by Jan. 1, 2011.

	NPDES Permits
	SF2248

	Signed by Gov. 3/8/10
	Provides a substitute procedure to appeal NPDES permits.  Instead of appeal of DNR Director to EPC - allows for hearing before Administrative Law Judge to be considered final agency action. 

	Wind Energy Notice


	HF 2147
	DEAD
	Allows a city to require a person building wind energy system within 5 miles of airport to notify airport prior to construction to make sure not a hazard.  

	Alternate Energy Revolving Loan Fund
	SF 2389
	Awaiting Gov’s Signature
	Appropriates $5M to Alternate Energy Revolving Loan Fund.

	Water
	
	
	

	Water Operator Permit Fees
	SSB 1156
HSB 59
	DEAD
	Changes assessment to number of connections and raises cap from $350,000 to $1M.  These bills were NOT discussed this year.

	Watershed Management Authority
	SF 2317 

see next bill
	Added as an amendment to HF 2459
	Authorizes creation of 28E watershed management authorities.  

	Watershed Advisory Council
	HF 2459
	Signed by Gov. 4/7/10
	Creates the Watershed Advisory Council that includes IAMU representative to make recommendations to Gov. on Water Quality Issues.  Amended to allow for creation of 28E watershed management authorities. 

	NPDES Signs
	SF 263
	DEAD
	Passed Senate by vote of 26 to 24.  Requires NPDES permit holders to post sign at point of discharge to surface water.  

	Stormwater Bills


	HF 715
HSB 573
	DEAD 
	Requires city pass stormwater management ordinances.  RIO Bill - flood plain management.  

	500 Year Flood Plain Restrictions
	HSB 608
	DEAD
	Prohibits financial assistance from being awarded for flood damage recovery purposes if the flood=damaged property was developed within a 500 year floodplain after July 1, 2010. Prohibits a utility from building in 500 year floodplain after July 1, 2010.  Includes “power generation and other utilities including related infrastructure such as principal points of utility systems.” 

	Smart Planning
	SF 2389  - Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Appropriations
	Awaiting Gov’s Signature
	Creates a 27 member task force required to develop recommendations and measurement on smart planning.  Creates Disaster Prevention Smart Planning Local Grant Program – allocates $30M for I-Jobs board to distribute as grants for cities and counties who implement Smart Planning. 

	Comprehensive Flood Plain Management
	SF 2316
	DEAD
Noncontroversial provisions added to HF 2531 (Standings Bill)

	Contained language limiting reconstruction and construction of utilities in 500 year flood plain. Provisions added to HF 2531: Flood marketing campaign and Floodplain Managers association 

	SHPO Requirements
	HF 2531 (Standings Bill)
	Awaiting Gov’s Signature
	Restricts Iowa state historical preservation office from being more stringent than federal requirements. 

	Watershed Grants
	SF 2389
	Awaiting Gov’s Signature
	Appropriates $2M for Watershed Improvement Review Board grants.  

	Telecom
	
	
	

	Cable Franchise
	SF 2324
	Signed by Gov. 4/12/10
	Changes statewide cable franchise law by requiring additional information to be filed with IUB to substantiate actual provision of competitive services.  Allows city to “take back” former franchise if services don’t materialize. 

	ICN Task Force
	SF 2329
	DEAD
	Originally intended to allow for cities and counties to use ICN – now amended to create Task Force which includes municipal telecom utility.  

	Telecom Tax
	SSB3254
	DEAD
	Revised assessment of telecommunications company property for purposes of property taxation.  Telephone company proposal to reduce property taxes.  Potential issues related to cable property taxes. 

	Tax Issues
	
	
	

	Tax Credit Review
	SF 2380
	Signed by Gov. 4/15/10
	Requires review of wind energy tax credits in 2014.  Creates a new Legislative Tax Expenditure Committee. 

	Utility Replacement Tax Task Force


	SF 2373
	Awaiting Gov’s Signature
	Extends Task Force to 2013.  Clarifies the treatment of cogeneration facilities.  

	Labor Bills
	
	
	

	Prevailing Wage
	HF 2421
	DEAD
	2010 bill allows for political subdivision opt-out and requires prevailing wage for any project over $100,000. 

	Fair Share
	HF 2420
	DEAD
	Requires “reimbursement fee” for executive branch employees to be a matter for collective bargaining.   House public hearing 2/17 – speakers evenly divided. 

	Collective Bargaining
	HF 2531– Standings Appropriations
	Awaiting Gov’s Signature
	Subjects certain entities, including 357A rural water districts to mandatory impasse and binding arbitration.  Does not include entities subject to budget certification. 


