CITY OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA

Ordinance on Illicit Discharge

Section 31.19. Discharge of Polluting matter in Natural Waters Prohibited. 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to drain, deposit, place or otherwise discharge into any natural outlet or storm water system within the City, or to cause or permit to be drained, deposited, placed or otherwise discharged into such waters, any organic or inorganic matter which causes or tends to cause pollution. Polluting matter includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

(a) Petroleum products, including but not limited to oil, gasoline, and grease

(b) Solid Waste (as defined in City Code Ch. 28)

(c) Pet Waste

(d) Chemicals

(e) Paints

(f) Soaps

(g) Laundry Waste

(h) Steam Cleaning Waste 

(i) Pesticides, Herbicides or Fertilizers

(j) Degreasers, Solvents

(k) Heated Water

(l) Sanitary Sewage

(m) Chemically Treated Cooling Water

(n) Antifreeze, and other Automotive Products

(o) Lawn Clippings, Leaves, Branches, etc.

(p) Animal Carcasses

(q) Silt

(r) Acids or Alkalis

(s) Recreational Vehicle Waste

(t) Dyes (without prior written permission of the Utility Bureau) 

(u) Construction Materials

(v) Any groundwater which contains phosphorous or nitrogen concentrations greater than the surface water into which the groundwater is discharged.

(w) Any water which exceeds the state surface water standards –

(x) Toxic or Poisonous Solids or Liquids

(y) Solids in such quantities or of such size capable of causing interference or obstruction to the flow in the City's stormwater system.

(2) It shall be unlawful to wash any public or private streets, buildings, sidewalks or parking areas, unless all visible debris and sediments have been removed prior to washing. If the removal of the debris and sediments is not feasible (as determined by the Utility Bureau Chief), then the street, building, etc. may only be washed with the Utility Bureau Chief's prior written approval, which may include requirements to clean the affected drainage pipelines or provide treatment of washwater runoff to prevent downstream pollution. Only water may be used for washing purposes. 

Section 31.20. Correction and Discontinuance of Prohibited Discharge. 

(1) The Utility Bureau Chief may order the correction of any unsafe, nonconforming or unauthorized condition which is in violation of any provision of this code or regulation adopted hereunder. The Utility Bureau Chief may also order the discontinuance of any activity causing such condition.

(2) Whenever the Utility Bureau Chief orders the correction or discontinuance of any condition or activity on any premises pursuant to Section 31.20(1), the Utility Bureau Chief shall notify the owner or other person responsible for such condition or activity in writing which notice shall state the nature of the violation, direct the person to correct or discontinue the condition or activity, and provide a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof. The offender shall, within the time period stated in such notice, permanently cease or correct all violations. Failure to comply with such order shall constitute a violation of the provisions of this ordinance.

Section 31.21. Emergency Conditions Requiring Immediate Action. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Chapter, whenever the Utility Bureau Chief determines that conditions or activities exist requiring immediate action to protect the public health, safety, or welfare, he or his designee is authorized to enter at all reasonable times in or upon any property for the purpose of testing, inspecting, investigating, measuring, sampling and correcting such emergency conditions. The Utility Bureau Chief may order the immediate discontinuance of any activity which causes or tends to cause the emergency condition. Failure to comply with such order shall constitute a separate violation of this ordinance. 

Section 31.22. Liability for Pollution Abatement. 

Any person responsible for pollutant discharge into any natural waters or stormwater systems and who fails to correct any prohibited condition or discontinue any prohibited activity at the Utility Bureau Chief's request shall be responsible to pay the necessary expenses incurred by the City in carrying out the pollution abatement, including any expenses incurred in testing, measuring, sampling, collecting1 removing, containing, treating, and disposing of the pollutant materials.

Section 31.23. Injunctive Relief Prohibiting Discharge. 

The City may, immediately upon discovering an ongoing or potential discharge of pollutants into the City's natural waters or stormwater system in violation of this Chapter, petition the Circuit Court of Orange County, or the Federal District Court, for a temporary or permanent restraining order or preliminary injunction to halt or prohibit such discharge. Prior to the filing of such a petition, the Utility Bureau Chief shall attempt to notify the offender of the City's intention to file such act~on, but such notification shall not be a condition precedent to the City's petitioning for and obtaining injunctive relief.

Section 31.24. Penalties. 

(1) Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Chapter shall be punished as provided in Section 1.08 of the City Code. Each and every day on which such person continues to violate the provisions of this Code after having been notified of such violation shall constitute a separate offense.

(2) Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance shall be subject to a civil penalty of up to $1,000 per day for each day that such person is in violation of this ordinance.

(3) Any person who causes or allows an unauthorized discharge, or who otherwise violates the provisions of this Chapter, may be required to appear before the Code Enforcement Board for enforcement proceedings pursuant to Chapter 5 of the City Code.

(4) The remedies and penalties provided in this Ordinance are not exclusive, and the City may seek whatever other remedies are authorized by statute, at law or in equity, against any person who violates the provisions of this Ordinance.

Section 31.25. Appeal Procedure. 

Any person aggrieved by a determination of the Utility Bureau Chief, or his designee, that such person is in violation of this ordinance shall have the right to a review by the City Council in accordance with the procedures set forth in Article XXIV of Chapter 2 of the City Code.

Source:  City of Orlando, Florida Stormwater Utility (www.ci.orlando.fl.us/stormwaterutility/code31.htm).

